
 

 

  

September 9, 1943 

 
Looking Back & Looking Forward 

 

We are excited to bring you this third issue of Il Cuore Italiano, the first issue of 

the new decade.   

 

Il Cuore Italiano was created to help CCIS members stay up to date, stay in touch 

and share our Italian-American heritage. We want your voice represented. Share 

a piece of your Italian-American story with fellow CCIS members. We want to 

know about you, your family stories, traditions, recipes, travel experiences and 

more.  Please let us know your thoughts about each issue of ICI. 

 

With each and every one of our members involved, ICI and our Italian heritage 

will thrive!  

 

 
 

In this issue  - At the new year, we look forward and at the same time look back.  

On this page, Sam J. Greco, our CCIS President, outlines his plans for CCIS in 

2020.  Rich Sena’s reflection on “What Being Italian-American Means to Me” 

beautifully expresses the Italian immigrant experience and the values we strive 

to carry forward. We’ve excerpted Frank Pantuso’s fascinating chapter, 

“Immigrants and Their Families“ from Italians of San Antonio. Visit Verona 

through the eyes of Romeo J. Caschera. Plus, if you’ve ever wondered about dual 

citizenship, here’s a primer.  And more! 

 

                             -CCIS Board and Il Cuore Italiano Editors 
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Christopher Columbus 
Italian Society 

A New Year’s Message  

From Sam Greco, CCIS President 
 
To all of our members, I wish you felice anno nuovo! 

 

The CCIS Board of Directors and I look forward to a banner year 

for CCIS, filled with fun, fellowship and good works. Along with 

improving the CCIS Hall—we will soon begin remodeling the 

upstairs ladies restroom—we plan to continue CCIS traditions and 

add some new twists to help fundraise and generate good times.   

 

We look forward to our famous Spaghetti Dinners and the Spring 

Picnic. The Three Tenors will return for another exciting and 

successful event. Look for new fundraising events this year, 

including wine tastings, a silent auction, and some surprises.  

 

At the January 5th meeting, we will install Officers and the Board 

of Trustees. Here is the 2020 slate.  

 

Officers: 

President:  Sam J. Greco 

1st Vice President: Andrew Guido 

2nd Vice President: Beth Cristadoro Waldsachs 

Secretary: Larry Chiaro 

Treasurer: Cathy Cox 

 

Board of Trustees: 

Bobby Corbo 

Paolo Cristadoro (Director) 

Matt Guido 

Sam Guido 

Jay Pantusa 

Fred Starke 

Debbie Walton (Director) 

 

 
 

  

 



 
 

Dual Citizenship: 
Why, How, and Is It For You? 

By Geraldine Merola Barton 

 
You are a loyal American, yet your ancestral roots and chunks of your heart 

are in Italy. Did you know your Italian ancestry may entitle you to hold 

citizenship in both countries?  This is made possible by the principle of jure 

sanguinis, or citizenship by blood. 

 

Why would an Italian-American want to be a citizen of both the U.S.A. and 

Italy? Are there downsides? Who qualifies?   

 

For many, a prime reason to apply for dual citizenship is emotional. Our 

ancestors, especially those in southern Italy, left their homeland because of 

Italy’s extreme poverty, yet continued to cherish their Italian heritage. It makes 

sense that we might want to re-claim our Italian legacy in such a tangible way, 

while preserving our loyalty and love for America. But there are more benefits 

of dual citizenship. 

 

 
 

With an Italian passport, you can travel freely to Italy and to all E.U. countries. 

As an Italian citizen, you may reside, work, receive health care, education, 

scholarships, and even vote in some elections in Italy. You can more easily buy 

property in Italy and attend college or qualify for research scholarships in a 

E.U. country. Dual citizens benefit from the protection of the diplomatic and 

consular authorities of any E.U. state. 

 

What about downsides? Will dual citizenship cause a complicated tax 

situation? The U.S. taxes its citizens for money earned abroad, but under some 

conditions you may qualify for an exclusion for up to $70,00 USD earned in the 

E.U. Even if you don’t qualify for this exclusion, thanks to a tax treaty between 

Italy and the United States, in general, you won’t pay U.S. tax on foreign-

earned income, if the foreign tax rate is higher than the U.S. rate. If the foreign 

rate is lower, you will pay U.S. taxes on the difference between these rates. Of 

course, always consult your tax attorney for current information specific to 

you. 

 

Theoretically, dual citizenship might make you eligible for the draft in both 

countries. However, neither U.S. nor Italy currently have a draft system for 

their military and only an extreme emergency is likely to change this. 

 

Who qualifies? According to the European principle of jure sanguinis, Italian 

citizenship is passed by blood lines from parent to child, regardless of the 

number of generations from the qualifying grandparent, on the condition that 

neither parent nor child has renounced their Italian citizenship. A minor living 

with a parent who becomes an Italian citizen also becomes a citizen. 

 

Transmission of jure sanguinis through maternal lines was not recognized until 

recently. If you were born before January 1, 1948, you’ll need to claim 

citizenship through a qualifying grandfather. If you were born after that date, 

your female ancestor may be your qualifying relative. 

 

Determining eligibility can be complicated. Several laws may apply and 

eligibility depends on laws in effect when your qualifying ancestor was born. 

Adoption carries its own set of applicable laws.  

 

 

 

(Dual Citizenship, continued) 

 

The Veneto, Friuli Venezia Giulia and Trentino regions of Northern Italy were 

ruled by Austria until 1920, so if your ancestor left Italy before then, he may not 

have been a citizen of Italy. You’ll need to determine whether he later requested 

citizenship. A pending amendment would affect descendants from these areas, so 

clarify current laws before beginning a dual citizenship application.  
 

 
The following are beginning guidelines to determine whether you qualify: 

 

Category 1 (direct descent), father born in Italy:  Italian citizen at the moment of 

your birth and you never renounced Italian citizenship. 

 

Category 2 (direct descent), mother born in Italy, Italian citizen at the moment of 

your birth which occurred after January 1, 1948, and you never renounced Italian 

citizenship.  

 

Category 3, father born in U.S. or other country (except Italy): Your grandfather 

was Italian at the time of your father’s birth and neither you nor your father ever 

renounced Italian citizenship. 

 

Category 4, mother born in U.S. or other country (except Italy), your grandfather 

was Italian at the time of your mother’s birth and neither you, born after Jan 1, 

1948, nor your mother ever renounced Italian citizenship. 

 

Category 5, your direct paternal or maternal ancestors were born in U.S. from 

Italian parents and they never renounced Italian citizenship. 

 

Applying for Italian citizenship is a lengthy and sometimes complicated process, 

requiring original documents and some expense. You must submit your 

application by making an appointment to meet with the Italian consulate 

responsible for your region.  Each consulate may require different levels of 

documentation.  Early in the process, you’d be wise to consult an expert, as well as 

the Italian consulate overseeing your area.  

 

For further information, consult the Italian Consulate in Houston website.  

 

Pick Your Poison, My Sweet 
A Perfect Pairing of Italian Opera + Wine 

 
Sip and learn about tantalizing Sparkling wines from Italy’s region of Verona and 

nibble on decadent bites in tribute to the timeless romantic tale of Romeo and 

Juliette. To further elevate the experience, this event is perfectly paired with 

OPERA San Antonio’s concert opera The Capulets and Montagues, a beautiful take 

on the classic love story by the Italian composer Bellini.  The concert will be 

conducted by Antony Walker and feature The Agarita Chamber Players. 

 

Located in the Condos Student Gallery at the University of the Incarnate Word, 

attendees can stroll and enjoy the art exhibits and ask questions with a 

professional onsite sommelier. Participants will receive education on the wines, 

suggested pairings with the provided bites, insider background on the opera, and 

special reserved seating within the intimate Luella Bennack Music Center 

performance hall at UIW.  

 

Do something unique for Valentine’s Day by sharing this perfect outing with 

friends and loved ones.  Watch your email for a fun opportunity for CCIS 

members to attend as a group.  Also see Upcoming Events.  

 

https://conshouston.esteri.it/consolato_houston/en/i_servizi/per_i_cittadini/cittadinanza/by-descent.html


What Being Italian-American Means to Me 
by Rich Sena 

 
When my children were young they’d ask me “What makes you so proud of 

your Italian heritage?” I’d share with them our family’s story, which is not 

unique but rather common to many Italian-Americans. 

 

My father came to America at age 14, and my mother was born the year after 

her parents emigrated. Times were difficult as this was during the Great 

Depression. But my grandparents’ values of hard work, sacrifice, strong 

family, and respect prepared them for success in America. 

 

 

 
Mom as a child with her parents Giuseppe and Emilia Cianciulli 

 

My father served in WWII and went on to earn both college and graduate 

degrees. In later years he was very active in a club of his paesani that bridged 

the cultural gap between Italy and America. 

 

I was always amazed at how hard these immigrants worked. Many started 

their own business, and within a few years of being in America they were 

able to buy a house. They were grateful for the opportunities that America 

gave them. 

 

Sacrifice was instinctive. My father earned good money and could have 

afforded to splurge more on himself and my mom. But their priorities were 

different. Their mission was to see each generation do better in America and 

invested in their children’s future. 

 

Strong family units were key to the Italian-American experience. As Italy was 

ruled for centuries by foreigners, the Italians learned that la famiglia was key 

to survival. This didn’t change in America as they experienced a new culture 

and quite often significant prejudice. 

 

All four of my grandparents came from Andretta (Avellino Province), a 

village with high poverty. 

 

For them, the limited schooling ended at the 4th grade. Despite a lack of 

formal education, their grit and determination helped them succeed in a 

strange and foreign land. 

 

It’s said that life’s biggest challenges include moving, starting a new job, 

getting married, and having a child. My maternal grandparents experienced 

all of these within one year. Their bravery and determination to lead 

productive lives in America truly inspires me. 

 

(What Being Italian-American Means to Me, continued) 

 

 

They led frugal lives, wasting nothing and reusing everything. For example, 

a bag containing flour my grandma used to bake her delicious homemade 

bread was converted into nightgowns for her daughters. Mason jars were 

reused to contain the incredible gravy (sauce) my grandma made each year 

during the tomato harvest. As a capable seamstress there was no need to 

shop for clothes. 

 

My grandparents were determined that their children and grandchildren 

would flourish in America. My grandfather, who worked as a gardener for 

over 40 years, said, “I don’t want you to be like me with one hand tied 

behind my back because I am not educated and can’t read or write.” The 

only Saturday this hard-working man ever took off was to attend my 

mother’s college graduation. 

 

My grandparents would give us a savings bond for every birthday and 

Christmas. My cousins had an American grandmother who gave them fancy 

gifts. I once told my mom that those gifts were a lot more fun than my 

savings bonds. She firmly responded, “Shut up and be grateful 

because those bonds will come in handy someday.” They sure did; after 

graduating from college with no savings or credit and in need of a car for my 

sales job, those bonds bought me a vehicle. 

 

 

 
Parents Joseph and Catherine in front 

of youthful portraits of themselves. 

 

 

 

Respect is the final key to my Italian-American upbringing. Every adult in 

my family told me not once, but a million times, how lucky I was to be 

growing up in America. Proud of their heritage absolutely, but fiercely loyal 

to their adopted country. 

 

Hard work, sacrifice, family, and respect were the values my family instilled, 

and that I have taught my children. As our family has achieved the 

American Dream, I remind them that any difficulties they face in life pale in 

comparison to the challenges faced by their ancestors, who blazed a path of 

opportunity and prosperity that has benefited future generations. 

 

My family’s story is like that of so many other immigrant families who left 

Italy’s impoverished Mezzogiorno. The values embodied by these 

immigrants and their contributions to America are what makes me proud to 

be an Italian-American. 



   mangiamo! >>> The Sights of Verona 
by Romeo J. Caschera 

 
Part 1 of 3 “Casa di Giulletta” 

 

“But, soft! What light through yonder window breaks? 

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.”  

― William Shakespeare  
 
Verona is known to many as the “City of Romance” made famous by 

Shakespeare’s fictional play Romeo and Juliet. But what many don’t know is 

that there’s actually a house located in the city of Verona, called “Casa di 

Giulletta”, the House of Juliet.   

 

 
Sign leading towards Juliet's house 

First, a little background history of Romeo & Juliet. The Tragicall Historye of 

Romeus and Juliet is a narrative poem, first published in 1562 by Arthur 

Brooke, which was the key source for William Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet. The play of Romeo and Juliet takes place over four days, whereas the 

one by Arthur Brooke takes place over many months, meaning that 

Shakespeare’s version is more intense than Arthur Brooke’s. 

 

But back to the original reason for this article, Casa di Giulletta. This house 

was once owned by the Cappello family, or as Shakespeare called them, the 

Capelletti’s, and dates to the 13th Century. However, the famous balcony 

wasn’t added to the house until 1936.  

 

In the courtyard of the house, there is a large statue of Juliet, and a popular 

ritual is to rub her right breast for luck in love. Nobody knows how or why 

this started, but who knows with Italian men. 

 

Another ritual is the leaving of notes to Juliet to ask for help or assistance in 

the matters of love. Lovers place these notes in the crevices of the brick wall, 

below the balcony, in hopes their dreams 

 

 
Balcony and Statue of Juliet 

 

(The Sights of Verona,, continued) 

 
come true. Juliet’s secretary comes during the evening to remove the letters 

and pass them off to “Juliet” for replying. 

 
Letters to Juliet 

If you can’t make it to Verona, you can mail your letter to Juliet. If you simply 

address the envelope to “Juliet, Verona, Italy,” the Secretaries of Juliet will 

receive it. Whether you mail your letter or drop it off in person, make sure to 

include your home address in your letter. How else will Juliet’s secretary be 

able to write back? A final way is to visit the Juliet Club 

(http://www.julietclub.com/en/). No matter how you do it, mail, hand or email, 

Juliet will get your letter and respond. 

  

In the next issue we will delve into the history of fair Verona. Until next issue, 

rimani sano e benedetto! 

 

Christmas Luncheon at La Sonterra 
CCIS with San Francesco di Paolo Church Altar & Rosary Society 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.julietclub.com/en/


  

Members Recommend… 

 Opera San Antonio 

by Geraldine Merola Barton 
 
If you are Italian and you don’t already love opera, do yourself the favor of attending an Italian 

opera staged by Opera San Antonio. You may be hooked.   

 

Honestly, I’m just learning and I’m not yet a fan of all opera, but Italian opera is something 

special. First of all, it’s an essential part of our Italian heritage, performed not just for royalty but 

for the Italian public. Italian opera is beloved partly for its school of bel canto, or beautiful singing, 

typically florid and intricate, requiring exquisite voice dexterity and pitch control. Whether tragic 

or comic, it captures life’s inexpressable essence. Like no other music, it is deeply moving, 

expressing the joy, pain and yearning of love, the agony of tragedy, and zest for life lived large.  

 

 
Scene from La Traviata, Courtesy of Opera San Antonio 

To see what I mean, listen to Maria Callas singing the gorgeous aria from the opera Gianni 

Schicchi by Giacomo Puccini, “O mio babbio caro,” in which a young woman begs her father to 

allow her to see her forbidden love.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1C8NFDdFYg 

  

When we moved to San Antonio from New York a few years ago, I worried that theater and 

music would be second-rate. I was wrong, especially when it comes to opera. I didn’t know about 

Opera San Antonio.   

 

I’ve attended every opera staged at the Tobin Center over the last four years. Almost all have been 

Italian operas and each one has been fabulous. I’ve seen Madama Butterfly, La Boheme, The 

Barber of Seville, Verdi’s Macbeth, La Traviata, Gounod’s Faust, Tosca, and a thrilling operatic 

concert by the famous soprano Renee Fleming. These were top notch productions, due to 

excellent performers and symphony, along with glorious costumes and sets. 

   

Before you raise that common objection, “I don’t like opera because I can’t understand what they 

are saying,” here is good news. Modern opera performances feature supra-titles, captions above 

the stage, so you will always know what is happening. Before a performance, I like to skim the 

libretto (lyrics), available online.  

 

Recently, Opera SA announced the appointment of a paisano, Francesco Milioto, as the company’s 

first Music Director. Mr. Milioto conducted La Traviata and Tosca at Opera San Antonio.   

 

In May 2020, Mr. Milioto will conduct Rigoletto in collaboration with the San Antonio Symphony.  

This promises to be another exciting production.    

 

Meanwhile, on February 13 and 15, San Antonians will be treated to an operatic concert of 

Bellini’s The Capulets and Montagues, based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. CCIS members 

are invited to attend a pre-performance wine-tasting featuring wines from romantic Verona, the 

setting of Romeo and Juliet. See article and Upcoming Events and watch for an email with more 

information about attending as a group. 

 

 

What are your picks for Italian-related movies, books, local restaurants, wine, products, or experiences?  

Please share with your CCIS brothers and sisters.  It’s one way of keeping our Italian culture relevant and 

strong.  Either write a review or simply list your recommendation in an email and send to 

ccisenewsletter@gmail.com. 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

 

 

Frank Leach and Elena Riccio Leach 

 Frank Joseph Leach was born in Chicago and raised 

in San Antonio. He attended Central Catholic High 

School (Class of 1995) and joined the U.S. Navy at 

the age of 18. He served on active duty for 21 years 

until he retired from service in San Antonio. He had 

many cultural experiences while touring the world 

on several deployments. Frank is a member of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Disabled 

American Veterans (DAV), and Cherokee Township 

of San Antonio. 

Elena Riccio Leach was born and raised in Napoli, 

Italy.  She became a dentist there and joined the 

Italian Navy. She met Frank during a NATO 

exercise. They were married in Napoli and decided 

to establish their home in San Antonio. Currently, 

Elena is on faculty at the School of Dentistry, UT 

Health San Antonio. 

Frank and Elena enjoy traveling, especially when 

they go back to Italy almost every year to visit their 

family.  In their home, food is religiously prepared 

following the traditional recipes of Elena’s 

Neapolitan family. They also appreciate preserving 

and practicing the traditions, cultures and values of 

both their Italian and Cherokee heritage. 

 

 

We also welcome new members Christina Tocci,  

Sandra Rao and Elizabeth Crumpton and hope to 

feature them in a future issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1C8NFDdFYg
mailto:ccisenewsletter@gmail.com


 

 

Immigrants and Their Families 
Excerpted from Italians of San Antonio by Frank Pantuso, CCIS Member 

 

‘ 

 

 

 

 

  

The City of San Antonio experienced a population growth in the 

Italian community during the latter half of the 19th century, much 

as the United States did during this same period of time. This 

growth led to the formation of the Christopher Columbus Italian 

Society. The society, an organization of men, was founded in 1890, 

and is reputed to be the oldest Italian society west of the 

Mississippi River. The society applied for and was chartered by the 

State of Texas in 1924. At its inception, the following men were the 

leaders in the Italian community of that day. They were and are 

credited with being the founders of the Christopher Columbus 

Italian Society, of San Antonio, Texas. They were, namely: 

 

Bargna, Marco; Galletti, Giuseppe; Battisti, Luigi; Guiffre, Andrea; 

Battaglia, Angelo Sr.; Literio, Antonio; Battaglia, Angelo, Jr; 

Lucchese, Michele; Battaglia, Gioacchino; Massi Pasquale; Battaglia, 

Antonio; Moglia, Luigi; Barcellona, Gaetano; Papeschi, Antonio; 

Cuneo, Carlo; Romana, Giacomo; Carruccio, Rocco; Ricci, Nicolao; 

Desparte, Filippo; Sarro, Giuseppe; Dellavalle, A G; Sarro, Carmine; 

DiGarlo, Giuseppe; Solaro, Carlo; Foico, Giuseppe; Tedeschi, 

Domenico; Garroni, Giacinto; Volino, Michele.  

 

They were involved in the purchase of property, resulting in the 

building of a meeting hall for the society. The hall has served as a 

civic center for the Italian community. The hall and the church built 

next door, San Francesco Di Paola, are still located at their original 

sites, approximately one mile west of downtown. By the foresight 

of their purchase, these men insured the location of the hall and 

church being the center of their daily lives. The largest group of 

families would eventually settle in this Martin Street area of town. 

Another large group of families would settle on West Johnson 

Street, off S. Flores St. within I mile south of the downtown area of 

San Antonio.  

 

It was during the construction of the Church that a Catholic priest 

visiting San Antonio was asked to serve as its pastor. Father Saverio 

Vecchio was the first pastor of the church. The date of the 

consecration of the church occurred on May 31, 1927 and officially 

became a part of the Archdiocese of San Antonio. The hall has been 

modified through the years, principally, in the basement area.  

 

The Italian population continued to grow well into the 20th 

century. Their economic well being was the driving force in seeking 

a new and better life for themselves and their loved ones. The 

exodus to America is well recorded during this period of time, and 

the historical extent of the immigration brought with it the eternal 

hope of a better life.  

 

The majority of the Italian people that moved to San Antonio had 

lived in the area of Italy located at the southern tip of the peninsula, 

across the strait from Sicily. Calabria is the name of the state at this 

location. The province (county) is Cosenza and it has always been 

considered to be an economically depressed area. The predominant 

city has always been mentioned as the county seat, which is 

Spezzano Grande. The area is mountainous and climate conditions  

 

 

 

are equivalent to those found in San Antonio. The dialect, as spoken by 

this group, varies widely with those spoken in other parts of Italy. 
  

Their contributions to the City of San Antonio are intangible qualities 

that helped them become model citizens of the community. They have 

served their adopted homeland with an abiding faith in its destiny. The 

message they have willed to their offspring is one of strength of 

character, and participation in the daily life of the community. They 

have endeared themselves to all, with a respect for the other persons 

right to his own life style. The legacy they left to us is one filled with 

pride, love and faith in Jesus Christ who will answer all prayers.  

A chronology of their lives would indicate the immigration to America, 

because of economic conditions in their homeland, was the first hurdle 

to overcome. This move took them to a foreign country with its new 

culture, and language barriers. Becoming acclimated to the prime 

requisites of good citizenship was followed by their new homeland 

fighting WW1 in Europe, and interrupting their lives along with 

millions of others. After WW1, the Great Depression started a cycle that 

would engulf the whole world, once again, interrupting their lives and 

overcoming another barrier in their quest for a happy life. Many of the 

men sold fresh vegetables and fruit daily. This they did by going to the 

produce market each morning to replenish their sales from the previous 

day. They were able in this fashion to sell to the housewife at her home 

door.  

The Depression was followed by the other global war, WWII. Many 

families witnessed their sons becoming members of the armed forces of 

the United States, including my service as a member of the United States 

Marines. Some of these immigrants lived to see their sons go to war in 

Korea, as well as in Vietnam.  

Many of the immigrants lacked a formal education. Some established 

businesses that are still open today, 60 plus years later. Venice Art 

Terrazzo Co., Pyramid Stone Co., Corbo Electric Co, Bolner member of 

the United Foods, Liberto Specialty Foods, Catalani Produce, Paletta 

Imported Foods and Guido Brothers Construction, to name a few. Their 

business reputation was the foundation of a personal commitment to 

excellence in the market place. These qualities have been the building 

blocks that have withstood the test of time.  

These events, all part of life altering cycles, resulted in the building of 

strong characters and singleness of purpose to their lives. The 

determination to succeed was of paramount interest to each of them. 

We, the generations that follow, are beneficiaries of this resolve. 

 

 
Read the inspiring stories of 73 Italian immigrant families in San Antonio, in 

Frank Pantuso’s book, “Italians of San Antonio,” available to read for free at 

CCIS’ website. 

https://5b1e1e30-acbe-42aa-a08c-02796886d858.filesusr.com/ugd/84b2aa_71063e4c6088427c8ddebe86c69fbb2b.pdf
https://5b1e1e30-acbe-42aa-a08c-02796886d858.filesusr.com/ugd/84b2aa_71063e4c6088427c8ddebe86c69fbb2b.pdf


 

 

 

   

 

This Month in Italian History>>> 

Month of February, Carnivale 

In Venice, Carnivale is celebrated with masks, 

confetti, lights and colors.   

 

January 1, 1449, birth of Lorenzo de’ Medici 

Loreno de’ Medici (Lorenzo The Magnificent) of 

Florence, an artistically and intellectually brilliant 

son of the De’ Medici line, a vastly wealthy and 

influential banking family.  Lorenzo was a wise and 

crafty statesman, “the needle on the Italian scales,” 

who helped stabilize Italy after years of tension and 

even violent conflict with the Papacy and the 

scheming and murderous Pazzi family, a rival 

banking family.  He was de facto ruler of Florence 

from 1469 to 1492, and though essentially a tyrant, 

ruled with a light hand toward his subjects. 

Arguably, his most important contributions were as 

a patron of the arts on the grandest of scales.  

Lorenzo revived the University of Pisa and helped 

the Renaissance flourish by sponsoring many artists, 

among them Boticelli and Leonardo DaVinci.   

 

 

Mon, Jan 6, Giorno della La Befana 

to January 6, the day of Epiphany, and also when 

the Italian witch La Befana rides her broom and 

comes down the chimney to leave candy or coal for 

children.  This uniquely Italian good witch is said to 

have followed the Three Wise Men to see the Christ 

child but lost her way. Still searching even today, La 

Befana leaves gifts for the children, “because the 

Christ child can be found in all children.”   

 

February 313, Edict of Milan  

Emperors Constantine the Great and Licinius issued 

the Edict of Milan, declaring religious tolerance and 

ending persecution against Chrisians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCIS Fall Picnic 
 

Time: 
Location: Piazza Italia/ 

Columbus Park, 
500 Columbus, SATX 

 “Al povero mancano tante 
cose, all’avaro tutte.” 

 
“The poor man is lacking many 
things, the greedy man, all.”  

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Sun, Jan 5 , 12:30 p.m. 
CCIS General Membership Meeting--Installation of 

Officers and Board of Trustees* 

Location: Christopher Columbus Italian Society 

201 Piazza Italia, San Antonio 

 

Sun, Jan 26, 11:30 a.m. 
San Francesco di Paolo Church Spaghetti Dinner 

Location: Christopher Columbus Italian Society 

201 Piazza Italia, San Antonio 

Price: $9 per adult, $ 5 child’s plate 

 

Sun, Feb 9 , 12:30 p.m. 
CCIS General Membership Meeting* 

Location: Christopher Columbus Italian Society 

201 Piazza Italia, San Antonio 

 
Sat, Feb 15, 7:30 pm 
Bellini’s The Capulets and Montagues 

(Romeo and Giuliette)  

A Very Special Concert Opera Event  

with Pre-Performance Veronese Wine Tasting 

Location: University of Incarnate Word 

Combined wine tasting and performance special seating. 

Price: $135/ person or $250 for 2, available on Eventbrite 

or special CCIS group discount available until Jan 17.  

 

Performance tickets only, $45 on eventbrite.   

 

A limited time special CCIS group discount is available 

with no Eventbrite fee. 

For more information and group discounted tickets  

 

 

 
 

 

Sun, Mar 1 , 12:30 p.m. 
CCIS General Membership Meeting* 

Voting for New Officers 

Location: Christopher Columbus Italian Society, 201 

Piazza Italia, San Antonio 

*Asterisk denotes CCIS Event. 

 
 

Send notices of upcoming Italian-related events to 

ccisenewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Lorenzo il Magnifico, by Luigi 

Fiammingo. Museo degli Argenti. 

Translation: 
 

 

 
Dressing Up As La Befana 

 

Carnivale in Venezia 

 
Constantine the Great 

https://www.ccis-satx.org/events
https://5b1e1e30-acbe-42aa-a08c-02796886d858.filesusr.com/ugd/84b2aa_f085e37c24974058951067fb4added8d.pdf
https://5b1e1e30-acbe-42aa-a08c-02796886d858.filesusr.com/ugd/84b2aa_f085e37c24974058951067fb4added8d.pdf
mailto:ccisenewsletter@gmail.com


  
3 large eggs 

 

 
 

 
Follow us on Facebook 

 
Visit our website: 

www.ccis-satx.org 

 
 

Interested in joining the society? 

Click here to download your 

application. 
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Ricette di famiglia  
Chicken Francese  

 

Ingredients: 

Serves 4 
1 ½  lb. chicken cutlets, sliced thin 

Salt and fresh ground pepper 

3 eggs 

3 ½ c. all-purpose flour, more as needed 

1 ½  c. home made chicken broth 

¾  c. dry white wine 

 

 

 

Directions: Place the chicken cutlets between two sheets of plastic wrap.  Pound gently to about ¼ inch thickness, using a meat mallet or 

hammer.  Sprinkle with salt and pepper to taste. 

Beat eggs, salt and pepper in a bowl until blended.  Spread flour on a plate.  Mix together broth, wine and lemon juice in a small bowl. 

In a large skillet, over medium heat, heat the oil and butter until sizzling.  Meanwhile, dredge cutlets in the flour, then in the egg, coating 

generously.  Add to the pan in a single layer, leaving room between cutlets.  Monitor heat to avoid burning the cutlets.  Transfer the chicken 

to a plate, cover and keep warm.  Dip more cutlets in the flour, then dip in the egg.  Wipe pan and put fresh butter and oil in pan, bring to a 

sizzle, and cook as before.  Repeat until all of the cutlets are cooked.  Keep cooked cutlets warm. 

In a cup, combine 2 tbs. flour with enough white wine to make a lump-free, somewhat loose paste. Replace fresh butter and oil in pan.  Add 

the broth mixture.  Add the flour and wine mixture.  Cook on medium heat, scraping the pan, until the sauce is slightly thickened 

Return cutlets to the skillet and turn them once or twice in the sauce.  Heat gently. Stir in the parsley.  Serve immediately with lemon 

wedges, or make ahead and reheat when ready to serve.   

This recipe is adaptable.  You can add sautéed mushrooms, capers, or use your imagination. 

Note:  Chicken francese is a typical menu item in U.S. Italian restaurants.  This is my version. -Geraldine Merola Barton 

Please email your favorite family recipes, with photo if available, to ccisenewsletter@gmail.com 

-Uncle Paul’s Christmas Struffoli Recipe in memory of Uncle Paul D’Angelo, submitted by Geraldine Merola Barton 

 

3 to 5 tbs. fresh lemon juice, to taste 

3 tbs. olive oil, more as needed 

3 tbs unsalted butter, more as needed 

2 tbs chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley 

Lemon wedges for garnish 

Editors: 

Geraldine Merola Barton         Samantha Cangelosi Lighty             

 

Designed by: 

Geraldine Merola Barton         Samantha Cangelosi Lighty             

 

Masthead by:  Matt Guido 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue! 

 

Send us your responses and suggestions!  Email ccisenewsletter@gmail.com. 

 

Have a story, event, or pictures you’d like featured in the newsletter? Submit them to us at 

ccisenewsletter@gmail.com. 
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